(Date)

Insurance Contact Person

Insurance Company

Address

Dear 

Under my current insurance plan, coverage is apparently not available for maternity services at the Madison Birth Center.  I am writing to request authorization for full coverage of my prenatal, delivery and postpartum care at this facility.  In addition, I would like you to consider adding Madison Birth Center as part of the provider network under this plan for obstetric and gynecological care.  

Madison Birth Center is a free-standing birth center, staffed by midwives certified by the American College of Nurse-Midwives and licensed to practice independently by the State of Wisconsin.  Madison Birth Center has undergone a rigorous national accreditation process, and is fully accredited by the Commission for Accreditation of Birth Centers.  The Commission was founded in 1985 and is comprised of professionals in the fields of obstetrics, family practice, nurse-midwifery, nursing, neonatology, pediatrics and public health.  The birth center operates under clearly-defined clinical practice guidelines developed with their collaborating obstetrician.  Only healthy women with low-risk pregnancies are eligible for birth center care.  

For low-risk women, birth centers have proven to be a safe alternative to a hospital birth.   The National Birth Center Study published in the New England Journal of Medicine presented data from the care for nearly 12,000 women who were admitted in labor to 84 birth centers throughout the country.  This landmark study demonstrated that birth centers produced significantly lower rates of cesarean section and other complication rates than hospitals for comparable populations of low-risk women.  Of particular note is that on-going data collection indicates a cesarean section rate of 4% for birth center clients.

Madison Birth Center offers a cost-effective and patient-responsive health care program for childbearing women and their families. The lower rates of technological interventions, shorter stays and lower overhead costs associated with birth center facilities result in meaningful cost savings.  Obstetric services provided by the Madison Birth Center include prenatal care, labor, birth, and close attention during the postpartum period, including two home visits. Madison Birth Center’s fees are substantially lower than comparable OB and facility fees at the hospital for a normal birth without complications.  Of course, the savings from the birth center are even greater when factoring in the avoided cost of epidurals, caesarean sections and other similar hospital procedures.

For information on birth centers, please go to www.birthcenters.org or contact Kate Bauer, Executive Director, National Association of Childbearing Centers at 215-234-8068.  For further questions about the services at the Madison Birth Center, please contact Aszani Kunkler, President at 608-821-0123.

I am ____months pregnant and would like to transfer as soon as possible to the care of the Madison Birth Center.  I believe I should have a right to choose a nurse-midwife to provide my care, and I strongly support birth center care as an option for childbearing women.  The commitment of __________________(insurance company) to provide high-quality, cost-effective care aligns perfectly with the principles of the Madison Birth Center.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

(Your name, address,

phone number here)

cc:  Aszani Kunkler, Madison Birth Center

